Beautification Projects

The Center City Association continues to provide 60 hanging flower baskets to
increase the aesthetic appeal around the core block downtown. New this year was
the opportunity to sponsor a basket for $100 apiece. The Flower Basket
Program will continue next year and will be expanded to include the new Ohio
Valley Medical Center and the Streetscapes Il project that will be constructed along
North Fountain Avenue from Main Street to the Buck Creek Bridge.

Center City Association maintains landscaped areas in the downtown and at gate-
way locations into the downtown. The recent renovation of the Esplanade was a gift
to the City of Springfield to commemorate CCA’s tenth anniversary. The landscap-
ing maintenance around the gateway gardens and signs is another annual project.

The Streetscapes Program is rapidly approaching the implementation of its’ second
phase. Phase one of the Streetscapes program installed granite curbs, street trees,
street lamps, trash receptacles, and new benches around the Core Block. Phase
two will make those same improvements heading north on Fountain Avenue from
Main Street to the Buck Creek Bridge. A recent benefit of Heritage Ohio Main Street
membership was the award of a competitive $25,000 Streetscapes Grant to be
used for benches and trash receptacles in conjunction with the Fountain Avenue
Streetscapes |l project.

OIC Ambassador Program - A new twist on past Cleanliness projects was
implemented this year with the hope of expanding and continuing it in 2010. OIC
provided young adults who were ready to work for the summer and CCA provided
the downtown Ambassador program. The OIC/CCA Ambassador program used a 3-
point approach with students to provide a clean and safe program on downtown
streets. Our students have daily work details around the city cleaning up trash,
sweeping sidewalks, pulling weeds and mulching garden beds.

Way-finding and Environment Graphics Program - includes attractive vacant
storefront displays and cover-ups, banners, district-wide street and directional
signage, and gateway announcers, will be implemented in the last quarter of 2009
and will continue phasing in through 2012. A comprehensive way-finding and
signage program would create a sense of arrival into the district and would provide
the necessary cues to simplify navigating the downtown, especially for first time
visitors.

Public Spaces Expansion and Maintenance - The success of the Esplanade in
front of the Heritage Center highlights the public’s appreciation for beautiful,
comfortable public spaces. Center City Association is creating an inventory of the
current condition of existing street furniture and evaluating opportunities for creating
more comfortable public spaces. Opportunities include refinishing the picnic tables
at the City Hall Plaza, adding tables and umbrellas in front of the Heritage Center
and the library and creating visual interest to the small alleyways between downtown
buildings.
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